
	Information for members

	For convenience to members and prospective members this leaflet has been issued to give some factual information about the structure of the Club including extracts of the most relevant rules and regulations. For more general information about the benefits from joining the Club and to review our current programme of forthcoming events please refer to the contact details at the end of this note.
Austin Healey Club Limited is a company limited by guarantee and not having a share capital. With its origins in the sixties the Austin Healey Club became a limited company in 1982 and currently operates under a Memorandum of Association dated October 1981 and Articles of Association passed by special resolution in 1982 with amendments in December 1985, February 1988 and May 1993. Copies of these documents are available to members from the Club's national secretary.



1. Objects
The objects of the Club include the promotion, encouragement, organisation and participation in the sports of motoring, motor car racing and of general motoring sports and pastimes. The Club organises competitions and provides members with information, advice and assistance, produces a monthly magazine 'Revcounter', hosts a web site, offers for sale items of regalia, organises social events and endeavours to afford members all the usual privileges, advantages, conveniences and accommodation of a club.



2. Centres
The Club comprises several regional and special interest Centres currently: Northern, Midlands, Eastern, Thames Valley, Southern, New Forest, South Western and Healey Drivers International. Each has its own committee and a degree of financial and organisational autonomy. This autonomy is an important aspect of the Club and is safeguarded under the Articles of Association. These require a 75% majority of the elected members of the National Executive Committee (NEC) to agree that the affairs of a particular centre are carried on in a manner seriously detrimental to the interests of the Club before the NEC is entitled to interfere in the Centre's affairs.



3. Structure
The Club is run at national level by the NEC which includes a nominated member from each of the Club Centres who between them constitute the board of Directors of the Club. Each Centre may nominate a second representative to attend any NEC meeting, but that person shall not be entitled to speak or vote at any such meeting. All individuals so nominated, and all Directors, must also be members of the Club and of their Centre's management committee.

The NEC is empowered with the authority and responsibility to exercise as it sees fit all powers and acts in furtherance of the objectives for which the club was established.

The NEC is obliged to meet a minimum of 6 times per year with a quorum of seven members personally present representing not less than five Centres. However, a resolution to amend the Club's Articles of Association requires representation from each and every Centre. There is provision for the calling of Extraordinary General Meetings, for the purpose of passing a special resolution or otherwise, subject to the proper procedures as detailed in the Articles of Association. Each director has voting rights in proportion to the number of members registered in his Centre.

A number of non-voting Ex-Officio officers are also appointed to the NEC, including the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, to assist with the running of the Club. They, too, must be members of their respective Centre committees. In addition, a number of Working Officers, such as the Marque Register Secretaries, are also appointed to add their expertise to the running of the Club. There is no fixed number of such appointments which is decided by the NEC in its absolute discretion. All directors and other officers are elected each year at the Annual General Meeting to which all members are invited and are entitled to vote. The current list of Club officials together with their contact details may be found in the latest issue of Revcounter and on the Club website.

All prospective Directors and National Officers must first declare any commercial interest they have from which they may derive benefit from supplying materials, parts or services to members of the Club. Under certain circumstances such a relationship may be judged to be incompatible with office



4. Members
The Club invites membership from anyone interested in its objectives. A prospective member joins through his chosen Centre which is usually, but not necessarily, the Centre in which he resides. Further information concerning the geographical boundaries and the contact information for the relevant current Centre committee members may be obtained from the national secretary or from the Club website.

There are four categories of membership: Single, Joint, Europe and Rest of the World.

The NEC retains the right to expel any member if, in the opinion of a majority of the committee, his or her conduct is considered injurious to the character of the Club.



5. Subscriptions
The NEC has the authority to levy and set the rate of annual subscriptions which are normally collected on its behalf through the various Centre treasurers. The rates are advised to all members before renewal date and are also published in each issue of Revcounter which is currently distributed to members on a monthly basis. Any member whose annual subscription remains unpaid more than one month after the due date shall not be entitled to vote at a General Meeting of the Club and any member whose subscription remains unpaid for three months after the due date shall cease to be a member of the Club.

The Club will normally retain the majority of subscription funds for financing the cost of producing the Club magazine and for other activities at national level, whilst leaving a residual amount with the Centres to finance such local events as each Centre committee sees fit to organise. The Club's financial year runs from 1st September to 31st August whilst members' subscriptions are normally renewable annually in April.

A member's financial liability to the Club in the event of it being wound up is limited to £1. If upon winding up the Club there remains property whatsoever, the same shall not be given to any member of the Club but shall be donated to a recognised charity proposed by the NEC.



The comments in this leaflet are intended as an overview for new members of the objectives, structure, workings and principal rules of the Austin Healey Club Limited but should be taken as a guide only. For a comprehensive and detailed statement please refer to the documents described in the introductory paragraph.

For further information please contact either:

· The membership recruitment officer Mrs Colleen Holmes, 4 Saxby Street, Leicester LE2 0ND Tel: 0116 254 4111 

· The national secretary Nigel Escolme tel/fax: 01403 891697, Email: niescolme@mistral.co.uk 

· The National Club webpage on www.austin-healey-club.com 



	


